SCHOOL COMMITTEE

HULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

HULL, MA 02045

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2002

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

John Silva, Chair

Christopher Shipps, Vice Chair

John Lidington, Secretary - arrived at 7:55 p.m.

Stephen Avakian, Member

Rhoda Kanet, Member

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT

Kathleen Reynolds, Superintendent of Schools

Gerald Fournier, Assistant Superintendent for Learning and Teaching

Maureen Robishaw, Secretary to the Superintendent

A. Approval of Agenda:

Christopher Shipps made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Stephen Avakian seconded the motion.  All members present approved the motion.

B.  Input from Public:                            

None

C. Student Representative’s Report:

None

D. Superintendent’s Reports, Requests, Announcements, Presentations and Recommendations:

1. Request for Approval of High School Theatre Arts Field Trip to NYC:

Superintendent stated Joseph Doniger, High School Fine Arts Director has requested to take students on a field trip to New York City.  Dr. Reynolds recommended approval of this trip.  Joseph Doniger stated this is the fifth annual trip to New York City.  Mr. Doniger has tentatively scheduled this trip for May 9 –11, 2003.  School Committee has received the proposal from Suburban Tours listing the itinerary for this trip.  Stephen Avakian made a motion to approve Hull High School Theatre Arts Trip to New York City on May 9-11, 2003.  Christopher Shipps seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.   

2. Request for Vote on Nurses’ Contract:

Superintendent stated this is the fourth negotiated contract this year and the third brought to School Committee for approval.  Dr. Reynolds recommended approval of the nurses’ contract.  Christopher Shipps made a motion accept the Hull School Nurses’ contract beginning July 1, 2002 – June 30, 2005 with a 2 ½ % increase in year one; 3% increase in year two; and 3 ½ % increase in year three of the contract.  Rhoda Kanet seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.  The Chair thanked Stephen Avakian and Christopher Shipps for their work on this.

3. Report on Final FY02 MCAS Data: 

Superintendent stated Hull Public Schools has the highest percentage increase of passing the MCAS between  grades 10 and 12 in the state.  This was a collaborative effort with everyone having the same goals and objectives.   Grade 6 math average score was 233.  Grade 7 English / Language Arts average score was 240 with 7% in the advanced area.  Grade 4 English /Language Arts increased from a 51% to 55% in the proficient area.  Grade 4 Mathematics went from 19% to 22% in the proficient area and from 51% to 54% in the needs improvement area.  Grade 8 English / Language Arts Average score was 244.  Grade 8 mathematics went from a 3% to an 11% in the advanced area and the average score increased from 229 to 231.  Grade 8 History / Social Studies are the same as the state average of 224.  Grade 10 English /Language Arts increased from 8% to 17% in the advanced area and from 32% to 41% in the proficient area with an average score of 241.  Grade 10 Mathematics is heading in the right direction with an increase from 6% to a 9% in the advanced area and the failing area went from a 29% to a 21%.  Dr. Reynolds noted that every child is welcome in the Hull Schools, but we are challenged by transient children who are placed in our schools.  Dr. Gerald Fournier discussed the differences between Hull Public Schools regular students and students with disabilities.  The data shows that students with disabilities scored lower then regular students in all areas.  In the area of students on free and reduced lunch Hull students scored above the state in all areas.  Dr. Fournier stated that our challenge is to bring up the scores of students with disabilities.  This data will be studied further within sub categories.  

School Committee questioned:

· What is the impact statewide (town by town) on scores for homeless students? 

· Will there still be an improvement in grade 8 math?

· Why are we not exceeding the state average in grade 10?

School Committee discussed:

· Spend time examining the mathematics program in grades 5 – 12;

· Concerns  that scores went down in the proficient area in grade 3 reading;

· Acknowledged that staff and administration are going in the right direction;

· Would like to see a higher level of performance;

· Comparison of scores in grade 10 for students when those students were in grade 8;

· Comparison of scores in grade 8 for students when those students were in grade 4;

E. Approval of Minutes:

Rhoda Kanet made a motion to approve the September 10, 2002 School Committee minutes as presented.  John Lidington seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.

F. School Committee Policy:

1.  Review of Section A:

Maggie Ollerhead asked School Committee if they had any changes in Section A of the School Committee policy manual.  

Rhoda Kanet made a motion to place a hold on File: ACAA – Sexual Harassment Policy.  Christopher Shipps seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.

Christopher Shipps made a motion to place a hold on File: ADC – Tobacco-Free School Policy.  John Lidington seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.

Christopher Shipps made a motion to place a hold on File: AB – The People and Their School District Policy.  John Lidington seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.

Christopher Shipps made a motion to place a hold on File: ACE – Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Handicap/Disability.  Stephen Avakian seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.

School Committee requested making the following changes:

· ACAA - Hold ;

· ACAA – page 2 of 2 #3 line 2 change the word any more to additional;
· ACAA – page 2 of 2 #3 line 3 add as after evidence and before necessary;
· ADC – Hold;

· ADC – add middle school to all primary and secondary school areas;

· ADC – wish to see a copy of document from the State as to what must be included in this policy

· AB – Hold;

· AB – Paragraph 2 section 5 change public to School Committee;
· ACE – Hold;

· ACE – page 2 add name of Compliance Coordinator;

· AD-E2 – section Beliefs – 1st paragraph change knows to believes;
· AD-E2 – section Beliefs 1st paragraph add should after experience and before offers;

· ADA – change to FY03 School Committee Goals;

· Add a revision section for all revisions that have been done;

· Have titles, not the person’s name in sections where names might change from year to year;

· Correct all typos.

School Committee discussed:

· ADC – sanction, for teachers and students.

2. Review of Proposed Policy on Privacy of Student Records:

Superintendent recommended this policy for approval for first reading.  

School Committee discussed:

· Student Records Policy – wish to see the list from the Secretary of State;

· Student Records – page 2 #3 correct grammar;

· Students Records – page 5 correct spelling of Legel to Legal;
Christopher Shipps made a motion to accept Privacy of Student Records policy as first reading.  John Lidington seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.

3.  Review of Policy Proposal by Rhoda Kanet:

Rhoda Kanet stated she found policies under section IJP & IJ in the current policy manual regarding supplies given to or purchased by students.  This issue should be discussed when section I is brought to School Committee for their approval.

Christopher Shipps made a motion to accept all policies in Section A with suggested changes for first reading except policies on which a hold has been placed.  John Lidington seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.

Chair urged School Committee to read each section thoroughly and make recommendations on each section when it is brought to School Committee for approval.

Michelle Koberski voiced her concern regarding teachers and students having the same punishment in the tobacco free school policy.

Superintendent stated Dr. Fournier would bring copies of the grants that refer to the tobacco free policy to a future School Committee meeting.

G. Old Business:

1. Report from School Building Committee:

John Lidington gave the following update on the Memorial Middle School:

· Library furniture has been delivered;

· Punch list has gone from five pages to twenty items;

Update on Hull High School:

· Jackson Construction was the low bidder for the general contractor;

· Architects AI3 will be checking references on Jackson Construction;

· First meeting with the contractor will be Tuesday, September 24th;

· October 1st will be the date for mobilization;

· Cafeteria will be in phase I;

· Industrial Arts floor;

· Position of High School Faculty Construction Liaison to work with contractor;

· Faculty Construction Liaison will be a liaison between high school teaching staff and project;

· Stipend for Faculty Construction Liaison position will be approximately $3,000;

Chair noted that NEASC has been contacted and they do not have an electronic copy of the NEASC accreditation report.

H. New Business:

Chair noted the following:

· Large equipment from the Industrial Arts area will be moved from the high school to trailers;

· Small parts and pieces from the Industrial Arts will be identified for storage;

· Inventory list will be kept of items to be discarded;

· Inventory list will be given to the Board of Selectmen to be declared as surplus.

Arthur Augenstern voiced his concern that no one in the Hull Public Schools is certified to identify small parts and pieces from the Industrial Arts equipment.

Superintendent invited Mr. Augenstern to assist in the area of identifying small pieces. Mr. Augenstern said he would do only if he were paid.  Chair asked Mr. Augenstern to submit note regarding his concerns to the chair.   

Chair suggested having future School Committee meetings at the Memorial Middle School.  Superintendent noted an area in the MMS for School Committee meetings would be located and School Committee members would be notified.

Chair requested Superintendent and MMS Principal to submit dates to School Committee for public/ community tours of the Memorial Middle School.

I.  Approval of Warrants:  

Warrants were circulated and signed.  School Committee questioned the following warrants:

· Warrant #64 – Chartwells;

· Warrant # 76 – Micro Warehouse;

· Warrant # 78 – Harbor Sign Company;

· Warrant #545 – Goodwin Graphics;

· Warrant #75 – Global Data Systems.

Superintendent responded to questions.

J. Correspondence to and Comments from School Committee Members:                                           

None

Rhoda Kanet made a motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting at 9:45 p.m.  John Lidington seconded the motion.  All members approved the motion.
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